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ESS: How to Add Custom Area Page to Overview page. 

Applies to: 
SAP Enterprise Portal 7.0, SAP ECC 6.0, SAP ESS BP 600. 

Summary 
This article describes how to add custom area pages/services to Employee Self Service Overview page. This 
includes adding new iview/page/workset on portal side and defining resources on R/3 side. 
Author: Avadh Gautam 
Company: Tata Consultancy Services Ltd 
Created on: 14 August 2007 
 

Author Bio 
Started career as a java developer, moved to Enterprise Portals two years back, Have experience on 
Webdynpro programming and Portal. Currently into ESS/MSS business package configuration and 
customization. 
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Prerequisites: 

This article does not details simple portal activities like creating iviews/pages. Hence some of the steps 
have been described as ‘Add an iview/page’ without giving further details.  

Step Wise Procedure: 
 

The ESS page before adding new area is shown below. 

 
 
Suppose we want to add a new Area ‘New Area’ which on click will go to Sub area showing a custom 
service.  
 
1. Create a new ‘Webdynpro iview’ which will refer to ‘sap.com/pcui_gp~xssutils/XssMenuArea’ application. 
The Iview will look like this: 
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Please note the property ‘Application Parameters’ is given as 
sap.xss.menuarea=ZNEWAREA&sap.xss.menuargrp=SAPDEFAULTESS_ERP2005&sap.xss.menuhdr=SA
PDEFAULT. 
Where, 
sap.xss.menuarea will be the name of New Area you will create in SPRO,  
sap.xss.menuargrp is the name of Area group as in SPRO and 
sap.xss.menuhdr is the name of header as given in SPRO. 
 
2. Create a new Webdynpro proxy page and add this iview as a delta link into the page. 
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3. Now we need to create an iview for the service you want to add in ESS. For taking an example, I have 
created a Webdynpro iview referring to Webdynpro application ‘ess-in-addr/Per_address_IN’. 
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4. Add this iview to a webdynpro proxy page ‘New Page’ as a delta link. 
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5. Create a workset ‘NewArea’ and add these 2 pages as a delta link to it. 
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6. Add this workset to your custom ESS role as a delta link. 

 

 

 

7. Note down the PCD Location of these two pages from the property editor on right hand side. 

Select Page (New Area) ->Click on properties-> note down pcd location. 

 

Similarly, note down the pcd of page (New Page) also. 

 

 

8. Necessary settings and configuration on portal side are completed. Now we need to do SPRO settings 
in backend R/3. 
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Login to R/3 server and using T-Code SPRO, navigate to IMG-> Cross Application Components -> 
Homepage Framework->Resources ->Define Resources ->Define Resources (Add Entries). Click on New 
Entries. 

Add resource for Area page as follows. Enter the PCD of the New Area Page you have created in the text 
box ‘URL of PCD Page’. Remember to prefix ‘ROLES://’ to the pcd location.  

 

 

 

Similarly add a new resource ‘ZNewPage’ for the page ‘New Page’. 
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9. Navigate to IMG-> Cross Application Components -> Homepage Framework->Areas->Define Areas -
>Define Areas (Add Entries). Click on New Entries. 

 

 

 

 

Enter the resource name created for area page in Link Resource field as shown in image above. 

Note: An existing Picture resource has been given for this Area page. If custom picture is needed, a new 
resource can be created and entered here. 
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10. Define a new Sub-Area. 

IMG-> Cross Application Components -> Homepage Framework->Subareas->Define Subareas ->Define 
Subareas (Add Entries). Click on New Entries. 

 

 

 

 

11. Add this Subarea to ‘New Area’ as shown in figure below.  

Remember to given a position to the subarea. Subarea will not be visible if position is given as 0 or left 
blank. 

 

IMG-> Cross Application Components -> Homepage Framework->Subareas->Assign Subareas to Areas-> 
Assign Subareas to Areas (Add and Change Entries) -> New Entries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Create a new service as shown below. Note that Service type is given as ‘Webdynpro Java application’ 
because the page contains an iview which refers to Webdynpro application.  

IMG-> Cross Application Components -> Homepage Framework->Services->Define Services-> Define 
Services (Add Entries) -> New Entries. 
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13. Add this service to Subarea. 

IMG-> Cross Application Components -> Homepage Framework->Services->Assign Services to 
Subareas-> Assign Services to Subareas (Add and Change Entries) -> New Entries. 
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14. As the last step, you need to add Group page to Group Area page, to make it visible on ESS Overview 
Page. 

 

IMG-> Cross Application Components -> Homepage Framework->Areas -> Assign Areas to Area Group 
Pages -> Assign Areas to Area Group Pages (Add and change Entries).  

Click on ‘New Entries’. 

 

 

Save and log-off. 

 

15. Now login to Portal with a user having ESS access. 
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Note that ‘New Area’ is visible in TLN as well as in Overview page.  Click on ‘New Area’ link, the sub-area 
will open up as below: 

 

 

 

Click on Service will open the corresponding Webdynpro application. 
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Related Content 
Please include at least three references to SDN documents or web pages. 

• SAP Help 

• SDN Thread 

• SDN 

http://help.sap.com/saphelp_erp2004/helpdata/en/c2/d343c938ae419197aa23e637f4fe0b/frameset.htm�
https://www.sdn.sap.com/irj/sdn/thread?threadID=263219�
https://www.sdn.sap.com/irj/sdn/index�
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Disclaimer and Liability Notice 
This document may discuss sample coding or other information that does not include SAP official interfaces 
and therefore is not supported by SAP. Changes made based on this information are not supported and can 
be overwritten during an upgrade. 
SAP will not be held liable for any damages caused by using or misusing the information, code or methods 
suggested in this document, and anyone using these methods does so at his/her own risk. 
SAP offers no guarantees and assumes no responsibility or liability of any type with respect to the content of 
this technical article or code sample, including any liability resulting from incompatibility between the content 
within this document and the materials and services offered by SAP. You agree that you will not hold, or 
seek to hold, SAP responsible or liable with respect to the content of this document. 


